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Overview
MSJ is a leading independent school for girls set at the foot of the majestic Malvern 
Hills. What helps to make us distinct and refreshing, is our recognition and active 
support for the individual talents, interests and passions of girls. 

We nurture a freedom of spirit, respect for others and support for every member of our school community. Our 
staff are innovative and passionate about their work and constantly evolve new ways to inspire learning and 
exploration of their subjects, often beyond the curriculum. We actively encourage debate and open discussion. 
We explore the world around us, at home and across the globe. We believe in maintaining truth and transparency 
as a school community. 

The Prep, Senior School and dedicated Sixth Form Centre sit together on the main school site, whilst boarding houses 
are a stone’s throw away, and a short walk from the town of Great Malvern where girls can shop, have coffee, or see 
a film as they grow older and more independent. As well as full or weekly boarding, girls can flexi-board one, two or 
three nights per week.

MSJ helps girls to truly develop their thinking skills, to explore who they are and to develop the courage and self-
belief to go out into the world and be true to who they are.
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believe in and to be true to themselves. 
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Location
The School benefits from being positioned in the small but culturally 
lively town of Malvern, on a direct rail route from Birmingham, 
Oxford and London Paddington. The M5 and M50 are nearby and 
London, Birmingham, Bristol and Manchester airports are within 
easy reach.

Curriculum
MSJ doesn’t produce a ‘type’ of girl. We achieve excellent academic 
results but we are not an exam factory. Our ethos is one of inclusion 
and respect. Girls can pursue their passions and interests in the 
field of their choice – all routes are equal. It may be horse riding, 
engineering, politics, the environment or climbing. We recognise the 
importance of allowing each individual to grow and flourish. We find 
ways to support girls to achieve their passions.

The curriculum also supports pupils who need special provision 
including very able pupils, and those for whom English is an 
additional language. Those who have specific areas of expertise 
have adapted timetables to allow them to focus on their specialism, 
giving time to practise and train, with personalised coaching and 
mentoring sessions.

Our ‘Russell Up’ programme provides preparation for the most 
competitive UK and international universities and career pathways.

Facilities
• State of the art Fitness Centre featuring:

– Tennis and netball courts

– Large sports hall

– Floodlit AstroTurf pitch (new for Autumn 2019)

– Large playing field

– Gym with personal training available

– Swimming pool

– Climbing wall

– Wellness/Dance studio

– Café

– Squash courts

– Viewing balconies overlooking pitches

• Drama studio

• Art and Design Centre

• Leiths School of Food and Wine Professional Kitchen

• Food and Nutrition cookery classrooms

• STEM Centre

• Library 

• York Hall

• Alice Dining Room 

• Music Centre

• Health and Wellbeing Centre

• ‘The Edinburgh Dome’ Sports Centre

Boarding houses
Batsford House (Years 3–7/Age 7–11)
Under the guiding influence of Ms Detnon, Housemistress, Batsford 
is a home-from-home for our younger boarders. Set in its own 
grounds with a beautiful garden to play in, it is a wonderful setting 
to come back to at the end of the school day, when the girls fill it 
with chatter and activity.

The girls are happy, friendly, playful and above all, are an extended 
family. They all have their own space but living together is what we 
do and what we can appreciate; the bonds of friendship created 
here run deep. We often have flexi-boarders for sleepovers, which 
adds to the rich mix of personalities in the House. While each night’s 
routine is the same, it frequently has a different twist.

We enjoy many activities in the evening after school; we have 
sports clubs, drama club or we play games in the House. We create 
dance routines, do crafts, make cards, sew, sit and talk and when 
the weather is nice, we love to play outside in the garden. Feet-
off-ground (FOG) time before lights out is an important part of our 
routine. FOG time enables the girls to get into a quiet state of mind 
before lights out, offering reading time, reflection, chats with Ms 
Detnon or anyone else on duty.

There is a core team of Housemistress, Deputy and Resident Tutor 
living and working in the House, along with the assistance of a range 
of gap year students.

Mount House (Years 8–11/Age 12–16)
Our facilities of a large garden, four pianos, games room, 
TV sit, computer area, common room and kitchens all lend 
themselves to enhancing the whole school experience. Mount is 
a converted house so really does offer that coveted ‘home away 
from home’ environment.

The layout supports the friendly and integrated ethos of the House 
promoting fluid relationships across ages, nationalities, and boarding 
status. We are proud to welcome full, weekly, flexi and occasional 
boarders as well as day boarders, who all have something to gain 
from and something to offer the Mount community. 

The House is steeped in heritage; Elgar once taught in the Mount. 
We successfully bridge the traditional with what’s relevant today, 
valuing the past, focussing on the future but living in the present. 

Hatfield House (Years 8–11/Age 12–16)
Hatfield is a very vibrant and energetic community filled with a 
variety of individuals from different backgrounds. We share our 
differences and unite them into a mixture of ideas and aspirations, 
which inspire us every day.  

Our weekends are constantly full, and everyone is included so 
that no one is ever bored. During the day on Sundays we savour 
cuisines of different cultures and every weekend there’s a new 
treat. Film nights take place on a weekly basis, where all girls 
gather in the living room with popcorn and enjoy their favourite 
films. As well as having a lot of fun, the girls work hard and prepare 
for the new week.

Girls at both Mount and Hatfield are valued as individuals and 
cared for by a dedicated and loving team of staff, including the 
Housemistresses Miss Haw and Ms Cole. We promote caring, 
friendly and supportive relationships as well as resilience and 
independence in girls, in an inclusive family setting. 

Poulton House (Year 12/Age 16–17)
Poulton is home to the Year 12 Sixth Form boarders. We are 
located on the top two floors of the main school building so have 
fantastic views across Malvern and most importantly do not get wet 
walking to school if it rains. In House, girls are encouraged to be 
independent which prepares them for university life. They will have 
opportunities to learn how to cook and are also expected to wash 
their own laundry and keep the House tidy. 

Poulton has a wonderful community atmosphere and with staff 
operating an open door policy, girls can rest assured there is 
always someone to talk to and support them. Poulton provides a 
relaxing home-from-home environment so that girls are able to 
enjoy their first year in Sixth Form at MSJ with a listening ear and 
clear guidance.

We also ensure there is a good work/life balance with plenty of 
fun to be had. We have weekly outings that any girl can choose 
to participate in, or they may choose to go to Worcester or 
Birmingham with friends. In the evenings, we hold on-demand 
activities. Girls can use the gym or go up to town for a meal or 
to the cinema.
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Activities
Prep
• Gym Club (all of KS2)

• Trampolining (all of KS2)

• Netball (all of KS2)

• Hockey (Years 5 and 6)

• Lacrosse (Years 5 and 6)

• Touch typing (all of KS2)

• Football (all of KS2)

• Cricket (in the summer – Years 5 and 6)

• Learning Support (LS) Prep drop-in (all of KS2)

• Pottery (all of KS2) 

• Jewellery (all of KS2) 

• Riding (Years 2–6) 

• Coding (Years 4–6)

• Fencing (Years 5 and 6) 

• Dance (all years) 

• Sketching (Years 5 and 6)

• Calligraphy (Years 3–6)

• Prep Choir (Years 3–6)

• Prep Orchestra (all years – but MUST be learning an instrument 
and be at least Grade 1 standard)

• STEM (Years 5 and 6)

• Ballet (all years) 

• Swimming (Years 3–6)

• Tennis (summer term – Years 5 and 6)

• Young Investigators (Pre-Prep)

• Homework Club (all Years)

Senior
• LS Booster Class

• LS Prep drop-in

• Physics drop-in

• Biology drop-in

• Chemistry drop-in

• Geography drop-in

• English drop-in

• Spanish drop-in

• French drop-in

• German drop-in

• History drop-in

• D of E drop-in

• Economics drop-in

• Computing drop-in

• Latin/Greek drop-in

• History/Politics drop-in

• RS drop-in

• EAL drop-in

• PE drop-in

• Food and Nutrition drop-in

• Maths drop-in

• Art drop-in

• Psychology drop-in

• Young Enterprise

• MedSoc

• FemSoc

• Model United Nations

• The Women in  
Science Society

• Socrates Society

• Russell-up University 
Preparation 

• MSJ Choir

• Acapella

• Senior Vocal Ensemble

• Orchestra

• The Ukeladies

• Music Theory

• Netball

• Hockey

• Lacrosse

• Basketball

• Badminton

• Climbing

• Kayaking

• Sailing

• Strength and Conditioning

• The Chronicle  
School Magazine

• Book Club

• Art Open Studio

• Art Club

• DT Club

• Pottery Club

• Product Design

• Drama Club

• German Reading Club

• French Reading Club

• Classics Club

• Geography is going places

• Senior Science  
Discussion Group

• BioSkills

• Computer Science Coding

• Science Club

• Digital Leaders

• Computer Graphics Workshop

• Debating

• Conversation Club

• Leiths

• Guillotine (History and 
Politics) Society

• Anti-Bullying Ambassadors

• Riding Club

• Eco Club

Greenslade House (Year 13/Age 17–18)
Greenslade is the transition house for the Year 13 boarders 
assisting them to become more independent and ready for 
university. We are located close to the main school and have a 
newly refurbished building and beautiful grounds. Each girl in 
Greenslade has their own bedroom complete with washbasin and 
study area. This gives them an area they can make their own and 
study without any distractions. We also have a range of communal 
areas for girls to collaborate and socialise in. Breakfast is served 
every day in the House as a Year 13 privilege; this includes a range 
of freshly cooked pastries, cereals and fruit.

The girls develop their independence through doing their own 
laundry, managing their time effectively and having the privilege 
of going further afield with their friends to the cinema and out 
for meals. In the House we arrange a wide range of activities in 
the communal areas including weekly student meal practice in 
the kitchens and socials in the big sit. These add to the warm 
and homely atmosphere throughout Greenslade. The students 
are encouraged and supported both by the House, staff and each 
other through a pivotal year that includes applying to university 
and taking their final exams.

* These may change according to demand. Some additional clubs are run by the senior girls on a termly basis and may not appear on this list.
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Structure of the day
MSJ Prep

Reception – Year 4

Registration (all girls should be in  
their classroom for Registration)

08:20

Assembly/Tutor time/Hymn practice 08:30 – 08:50

Period 1 08:50 – 09:25

Period 2 09:25 – 09:50

Break 09:50 – 10:20

Period 3 10:25 – 10:50

Period 4 10:50 – 11:25

Period 5 11:30 – 12:00

Lunch 12:00 – 13:10

Registration 13:10 – 13:15

Period 6 13:15 – 13:45

Period 7 13:45 – 14:15

Period 8 14:20 – 14:50

Reflection time/Tutor time

*Girls are encouraged to participate in 
the extra-curricular activities but parents 
may collect their daughters at the end of 
reflection time if they wish.

14:55 – 15:10*

After School Activities Club 15:10 – 16:15

Tea 16:15 – 16:30

Prep/Activities/After School Club 16:30 – 18:00

Supper 18:00

Minibuses leave 18:15

Years 5–6 (as before for morning timings)

Period 9 14:55 – 15:25

Period 10 15:30 – 16:00

Reflection time/Tutor time

*Girls are encouraged to participate in 
the extra-curricular activities but parents 
may collect their daughters at the end of 
reflection time if they wish.

16:00 – 16:15*

Tea 16:15 – 16:30

Prep/Activities/After School Club 16:30 – 18:00

Supper 18:00

Minibuses leave 18:15

 Malvern St James has 
helped me to explore my 
interests further than I had ever 
thought possible, challenging 
and enriching me in so many 
positive ways. 

FAYE, PUPIL, YEAR 10

Years 7–13

Registration (all girls should be in  
their classroom for Registration)

08:20 – 08:25

Assembly/Tutor time/Hymn practice 08:30 – 08:50

Period 1 08:50 – 09:25*

Period 2 *09:30 – 10:00

Break 10:00 – 10:20

Period 3 10:20 – 10:50

Period 4 10:50 – 11:25

Period 5 11:30 – 12:00

Period 6 12:05 – 12:35

Lunch 12:35 – 13:35

Registration 13:35 – 13:40

Period 7 13:45 – 14:15

Period 8 14:20 – 14:50

Period 9 14:55 – 15:25

Period 10 15:30 – 16:00

Tea 16:00 – 16:15

Periods 11–12  Activities/Prep 16:15 – 17:10

Periods 13–14  Activities/Prep 17:15 – 18:10

Minibuses leave 18:15

Supper, Sixth Form 18:15

Supper, Years 7–8 18:15

Supper, Years 9–11 18:20

*On Mondays Periods 1 and 2 start five minutes earlier and break 
begins at 09:55.

Friday Exeat timings
On an Exeat weekend, registration is at 08:20 and the day finishes at 
15:30.

Term dates
For accurate term dates please see the school website.

MSJ Seniors

9
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Bus routes
There are ten MSJ bus routes, serving five different counties, each 
with up to six collection points. The routes are:

• Droitwich • Hereford/Ledbury

• Gloucester • Leominster

• Ross-on-Wye • Stockton-on-Teme

• Stratford-upon-Avon • The Cotswolds

•  Evesham/Pershore • Cheltenham 

A place on the school bus is available on a termly basis. It can 
be shared between two families, for example, if your daughter 
only uses the route in the morning, you would be welcome to 
'share' the place and cost with a friend whose daughter uses 
only the return trip. 

The School is happy to offer occasional use to families, in the case 
of emergencies and if there is a seat available on the required 
route (for example, if a parent's car has broken down).

Occasional Boarding 
(To be pre-arranged with the House)

Years 3 – 8
Day fees include two free nights per term, up to five paid nights per 
term – £80 per night.

Years 9 – 13
Day fees include three free nights per term, up to three paid nights 
per term – £80 per night.

Year Day
Flexi-boarding

Weekly 
boarding Boarding

1 night  
each week

2 nights  
each week

3 nights  
each week

Reception £2,390

Junior 1 £2,960

2 £3,265

3–4 £3,715 £4,405 £5,275 £6,020 £6,840 £7,635

5–6 £4,330 £4,760 £5,495 £6,135 £7,100 £7,635

Seniors 7–8 £5,605 £6,405 £7,550 £8,530 £9,345 £10,115

9–11 £6,155 £7,100 £8,365 £9,455 £11,540 £12,730

Sixth Form 12–13 £6,625 £7,850 £9,135 £9,845 £11,540 £12,730

Exeat weekend – £80 per night. 

An additional administration fee of £1,400 per term is made 
in respect of international boarders entering the Sixth Form 
directly. For girls studying under a Tier 4 Visa, an additional 
£150 per term will be added to the School bill to cover Tier 4 
compliance administration.

School meals
All food during the School day is included in the fees.

School fees

Bursaries
Our bursary programme is generous and is designed to make it 
possible for those who meet Malvern St James’ entry criteria to 
take up a place here. Alongside sibling and military discounts, we 
also offer means-tested bursaries at MSJ. These are worth up to a 
maximum of a 40% discount off the fees. All bursaries are granted 
on the recommendation of the Finance and Operations Department, 
at the discretion of the Headmistress. Please contact Admissions to 
explore this further.

Scholarships and Founders’ Award
MSJ Scholarships are offered in a variety of disciplines including 
academic, riding, sport, drama, art, music and flexi-boarding. 

Scholarships carry a fee remission of up to 10% for Senior 
School Scholarships. The final Award will be considered 
alongside any other bursaries and remissions, the combined 
total of which will not exceed 40% of fees. For September 2019 
entry, Sixth Form Scholarships may carry a fee remission subject 
to means testing. All Scholarships are awarded for as long as the 
student remains at the School, provided that her progress and 
conduct are excellent.

Launched in Autumn 2015, The Founders’ Awards is a bursary 
programme to enable outstanding students to access the 
excellent educational opportunities offered at MSJ. The Awards 
are named in honour of our founding schools and the pioneering 
women who established all-girls’ education in Malvern. The 
Founders’ Awards will increase accessibility to the school and 
build upon an already deep-rooted tradition of bursary and 
scholarship provision.

The scheme has been created as a result of a generous bequest 
left to MSJ in 2014. The number of Awards given, and the value 
of each, will be kept deliberately flexible so that we are able 
to reach the most deserving girls and address their individual 
circumstances. In this way we create something which is bespoke 
and represents a meaningful contribution to the recipient.

For more information on Scholarships and The Founders’ Award 
please see the ‘Admissions’ section of the MSJ website.

Armed Forces families
Armed Forces families pay only 10% of the Malvern St James Girls’ 
School boarding fees – as long as they are eligible for the Continuity 
of Education Allowance and can provide evidence of this.

For those not eligible, the Forces discounts are:

Reception – Year 6 10% reduction from fees

Year 7 – 8 15% reduction from fees

Years 9 – 13 25% reduction from fees

MSJ has a reputation for excellent pastoral care and we have 
years of experience in providing a ‘home away from home’ for the 
daughters of our Service personnel. Our House staff are experienced 
in providing reassurance and care to girls whose parents are in the 
UK Armed Forces, including little touches like not insisting that all 
belongings are removed from the School over the holidays and 
flexibility to have weekends out if parents have leave during term-
time. Although we do not have Saturday school we make sure that 
every weekend has a full programme of activities from mountain 
biking to theatre trips to keep girls fully engaged.

We also offer Forces families free Exeat weekends if your daughter is 
unable to return home for any reason.

Wraparound care
Wraparound care is offered for all pupils, and girls can be looked 
after in school before morning registration and following the end 
of the school day, where they are welcome to join the boarders for 
supper and go to the boarding houses. 

Wraparound care in the MSJ Prep is run by a team of dedicated 
and qualified Play Leaders before school and from 15:10 onwards 
for the benefit of parents who cannot collect their children when 
school finishes. Pupils in Years 3 – 6 who remain in school after 
lessons have finished for the day, will automatically attend either 
After School Club or any activities, including prep. Pupils in the Pre-
Prep Department may choose to attend an activity, otherwise they 
will automatically be sent to the After School Club if parents do not 
collect them. Pupils remaining on school premises after 18:00 will 
be escorted to Batsford Boarding House where facilities are available 
for pupils to relax or complete prep should they wish to.

*fees are reviewed each academic year

Fees include dental insurance and personal accident cover
Sibling discount – 10% for the second pupil
  15% for the third pupil
OGA discount – 5%

*In the first year of Senior School, a single payment of £243 
for life membership of the Old Girls’ Association will be added 
to your bill.
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A Level and GCSE results*
A level results for 2019: More than one in six students achieved 
a clean sweep of A* and A grades. 44% of grades were at A* and 
A, and 70% at A*-B, with the majority of girls going to their first 
choice university destination. Almost 70% of students achieved A* 
or A in their EPQ. There was strong performance in STEM-related 
subjects, with almost 50% of the year group going on to study 
STEM-related courses at university. In Humanities and Expressive 
Arts, 91% of candidates received A*-B grades in Art, with almost 
half (46%) attaining an A*. In Drama, there was a 100% attainment 
rate at A*-B. In Modern Foreign Languages, 100% of pupils studying 
Spanish achieved A*-B and in French 75%. In Geography and History 
there were 100% and 90% respectively A*-B grades. BTEC Physical 
Education remains a strength of MSJ with 90% of students achieving 
a Distinction, the equivalent of A* at A level.

GCSE results for 2019: Girls achieved excellent GCSE results across 
a diverse range of subjects. 38% of entries scored 9-8 or A* grades; 
55% of entries scored 9-7/A*-A grades; and 97% achieved grades 
9-4/A*-C. Almost 40% of girls scored four or more grades 9-8/A*; 
and 56% scored four or more grades 9-7/A*-A. Core subjects of 
Maths, English and Science showed strong results, and in particular 
three quarters of those who took Further Mathematics achieved 
an A, A* or Distinction. Modern Foreign Languages achieved 
exceptional results, whilst Humanities and Expressive Arts were 
also very strong.

All subjects 
9–1 

% 9 
grades 

 % 9–8  
grades

% 9–7 
grades

% 9–4 
grades 

Art 36% 72% 84% 100%

Biology 34.4% 50% 75% 100% 

Business 0% 7.7% 30.8% 100%

Chemistry 28.1% 50% 68.8% 100% 

Chinese 
(Curricular) 0% 0% 0% 66.7%

Combined 
Science 1 8.8% 8.8% 23.5% 94.1%

Combined 
Science 2 2.9% 8.8% 14.7% 88.2%

Computing 0% 0% 40% 100% 

Drama 14.3% 14.3% 21.4% 92.9% 

Economics 25% 41.7% 50% 83.3%

English 
Language 12.1% 18.2% 37.9% 97% 

English 
Literature 26.2% 41.5% 56.9% 98.5% 

Food 
Preparation 
and Nutrition 

11.5% 34.6% 65.4% 100% 

French 33% 40% 73.3% 100%

Geography 22.2% 47.2% 72.2% 100%

German 80% 80% 80% 100% 

Greek 0% 100% 100% 100%

History 20% 55% 65% 100%

Latin 12.5% 50% 62.5% 87.5%

Mathematics 24.2% 34.8% 51.5% 97% 

Music 28.6% 57.1% 57.1% 100%

Physical 
Education 0% 14.3% 57.1% 85.7%

Physics 28.1% 53.1% 65.6% 100% 

Product Design 0% 66.7% 66.7% 100%

Religious 
Studies 0% 21.4% 64.3% 92.9%

Spanish 25% 30% 40% 95% 

The Old Girls’ 
Association
The Old Girls’ Association is our alumnae group which incorporates 
Old Girls of Malvern St James and all of its founding schools – 
Malvern Girls’ College, St James’s School, The Abbey, St James’s & 
The Abbey and Lawnside.

The Old Girls’ Association (OGA) comprises over 4,000 members 
and as well as providing social opportunities to bring old friends 
back together, we are very firmly committed to providing 
professional networking opportunities to our Old Girl community 
and current pupils at MSJ. We do this by providing a network of 
contacts with experience and expertise across a wealth of business 
sectors incorporating Old Girls who are just starting out, to those 
who have made it to the very top of their professions, and every 
stage in between.

We are very grateful to Old Girls who volunteer to come back to 
school to give university and careers lectures and workshops; who 
offer mentoring advice by phone, email and Skype; who offer work 
shadowing and internship experiences; who participate at the MSJ 
Careers Fair; who conduct mock interviews for university entrance; 
who act as mentors and wise guides to current students and our 
younger Old Girls.

The Friends of MSJ
The Friends of Malvern St James (a parents’ association) is run by 
a committee of parents and teachers. As a parent/guardian of a 
girl at MSJ, you are automatically a member of the Friends and we 
would encourage everyone to get involved. The Friends of Malvern 
St James organise social and charity events for pupils, parents, staff 
and Old Girls. The funds we raise from our events are used to buy 
extra-curricular items to enhance life for our daughters at MSJ.

Life membership of the OGA is £243 (subject to annual review), 
payable in three equal instalments in your daughter’s first year at MSJ.

PE (BTEC 
Diploma) 100% 100% 100% 100% 

% Distinction* % Distinction* 
- Merit

% Distinction* 
- Pass % Pass

Subject % A*–A 
grades 

% A*–B 
grades 

% A*–C 
grades % pass 

Art 63.6% 90.9% 100% 100% 

Biology 27.3% 72.7% 81.8% 100% 

Business 14.3% 28.6% 57.1% 100% 

Chemistry 35.7% 71.4% 85.7% 100% 

Computing 0% 0% 100% 100% 

Drama 50% 100% 100% 100% 

Economics 18.2% 63.6% 90.9% 100% 

English 
Literature 33.3% 66.7% 88.9% 100%

Extra-
Curricular 
Chinese 

94.7% 94.7% 100% 100%

French 25.0% 75.0% 100% 100%

Further Maths 60% 80% 80% 100%

Geography 33.3% 100% 100% 100%

History 50% 90% 90% 100%

Mathematics 52.4% 71.4% 85.7% 100% 

Physics 16.7% 33.3% 58.3% 91.7% 

Politics 12.5% 37.5% 62.5% 100%

Product 
Design 33.3% 66.7% 66.7% 100% 

Psychology 20% 60% 80% 100% 

Religious 
Studies 0% 50% 75% 100% 

Spanish 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Food, Science 
& Nutrition 
(Lvl 3 Diploma) 

0% 100% 100% 100% 

% Distinction* % Distinction* 
- Merit

% Distinction* 
- Pass % Pass

PE (BTEC 
Subsidiary 
Diploma) 

50% 100% 100% 100% 

Chinese (Non 
Curricular) 100% 100% 100% 100% 

Further 
Mathematics 
(Level 2 
certificate

47.6% 76.2% 95.2% 100%

% A* Grades % A* - A 
Grades

% A* - B  
Grades

% A* - C  
GradesAll Subjects A* -G
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The MSJ admissions procedure
Malvern St James welcomes families to come and visit us at our 
Open Mornings, and in term time during weekdays, by appointment. 
We are happy to arrange a Taster Day for your daughter to sample 
life at the School with no obligation. Parents are invited to meet the 
Headmistress to discuss their daughter’s education here. Next steps 
are as follows:

Registration
Early registration is recommended in the event of there being a 
waiting list for places at the School. Whenever possible, registration 
should be at least 12 months prior to the proposed date of entry.

Our online Registration Form can be completed in ‘Entry’ in the 
‘Admissions’ section of the Malvern St James website: 
www.malvernstjames.co.uk/admissions

(Please contact Admissions to request a hard copy of the 
Registration Form if you would prefer this method).

In order to complete the registration process, you will need  
to include the following with your online form:

• Registration fee  
(£150 for UK residents/£200 for non-UK residents)

• Copies of recent reports from your daughter’s current school*

• A photocopy of your daughter’s passport front cover, photograph 
page and ‘Right of Abode in the UK’ page  
(if applicable)*

• Health Questionnaire

• Your daughter’s current school will be asked to complete  
a confidential report

We send an acknowledgement on receipt of registration.

Girls are able to take their Entrance Examinations in September 
onwards, the year prior to entry.

We also offer an earlier assessment in the June, the year prior to 
entry for girls joining Year 7 and 9.

Any court orders or educational psychologist reports must be 
disclosed during the registration process.

Entrance Examinations
Entrance to Malvern St James is based on the potential your 
daughter demonstrates in our assessments and a satisfactory 
confidential report, addressing both academic and pastoral matters 
from your daughter’s present school. Girls will have an interview 
with a Senior member of staff, either in person or via Skype.

Preparatory Department: Reception – Year 6
Girls attend a ‘Two-Day Taster’ at Malvern St James including 
informal assessment.

Applicants who are non-UK residents can be assessed remotely. Key 
Stage 2 applicants will also be informally interviewed.

Senior School: Years 7–10
Entrance Examinations take the form of Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT4) 
and an English Comprehension examination (or Oxford Placement 
Test for non-native English speakers).

CAT4 is the most widely used test of reasoning abilities in the UK. It 
measures the four principal areas of reasoning – verbal, quantitative, 
non-verbal and spatial ability tasks. Each test will last approximately 
45 minutes with breaks inbetween. The CAT may be used to predict 
future educational attainment. It also helps to build understanding 
of individual potential and learning styles.

Sixth Form: Year 12
As part of the application procedure, girls are required to take 
written papers in three of the subjects they intend to study at 
Advanced Level, and a General Essay paper. Girls whose first 
language is not English are required to take an online Oxford 
Placement Test.

Offer of a place at MSJ
Successful applicants will be offered a place in writing.  
This will be accompanied by:

• Parent Contract Acceptance Form

• Malvern St James Standard Terms and Conditions

• School Code of Conduct

• New Starter forms.

*The UKVI has advised that girls without a passport should submit a copy of the parents’ 

passports which should be held on her file. This should be provided at the Registration stage.

Accepting a place  
at MSJ
To complete your daughter’s enrolment, you will need to return:

• Parent Contract Acceptance Form

• Acceptance Deposit  
(£800 UK residents/one term’s fees for non-UK residents)

• New Starter forms

Please note: we require that both parents sign the Parent Contract 
Acceptance Form. The Acceptance Deposit will be held in the School 
bank account and will be refunded after your daughter’s final term 
at MSJ, less any extra costs for that final term. The deposit is non-
refundable in the event that your daughter does not take up a place 
previously accepted.

Confidentiality will be observed in the next step of drawing up an 
Individual Care Plan in light of any declared disabilities with relevant 
medical and academic advice.

Guardian requirements
All girls must have a legal guardian appointed to them before they 
join the School.

Girls whose parents live outside the UK must have a guardian 
permanently resident in the UK to act with their full authority. 
The guardian must be aged 25 or over and should live within easy 
travelling distance from School. We encourage guardians to play a 
full part in the life of our boarders.

The name, address and contact number of the guardian must be 
submitted prior to the start of the girl’s first term, and is a condition 
of entry to MSJ.

You should inform your daughter’s Housemistress immediately  
if there is any change of guardian.

Visa requirements
Our legal representatives, The Taylor Partnership, act on behalf of 
the School and will support you through the process of securing 
a visa. We will ask The Taylor Partnership to contact you as they 
will be responsible for all Tier 4 visa applications for prospective 
students. The Taylor Partnership will issue the Confirmation of 
Acceptance for Studies (CAS) number which must be used in the visa 
application process. They will only do this once they are satisfied 
that all immigration requirements have been met and that all the 
documentation being used is compliant with UKVI guidelines. With 
your cooperation and assistance they will complete the online 
application form on your behalf and book an appointment at a UK 
Visa centre at a time that is convenient for you.

The School has a Tier 4 Licence to allow us to provide CAS numbers 
and, under this Licence, we have responsibilities that we have to 
comply with to enable us to continue to sponsor international 
students. Therefore, we work with The Taylor Partnership to ensure 
that the visa application process is concluded as smoothly as 
possible and to the benefit of all concerned.
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15 Avenue Road, Great Malvern
Worcestershire WR14 3BA

United Kingdom

Director of Marketing and Admissions
E admissions@malvernstjames.co.uk 

T +44(0)1684 892 288

www.malvernstjames.co.uk
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